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Rocks, Minerals and Soil – Study Guide   ANSWER KEY
1. What is this a picture of? (pg. 43) ____the rock cycle____
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2. What effect does weathering have on metamorphic rock? (pg. 43)
sediments
3. List the 4 causes of weathering. (pg. 56) 

moving water, wind, ice, and growing plant roots
4. List 3 causes that erosion has on land (pg. 58)

Wind, moving water and ice
5. Which soil has tiny particles packed tightly together? (pg. 69) 

Clay
6. Plants grow best in which soil layer? (pg. 68) Why?
Topsoil because it contains large amounts of humus. 

7. Which mineral is the hardest? (pg. 18)

Diamond
8. Which mineral can gypsum scratch? (pg. 18)

Talc
9. List the 3 examples of igneous rocks. (pg. 37)

Granite, basalt, obsidian
10. In which layer of the Earth is minerals found? (pg. 32)

Thinnest layer
11. _____________________ is the decayed remains of plants and animals. (pg. 66)
Humus
12. Some limestone is made up of what? (pg. 35)

Shells and skeletons of ocean animals
13. In some regions, acid rainwater slowly weather and erodes limestone.  This action can produce underground _________________. (pg. 59)

Caves
14. Particle size affects the way water drains through soil.  Water passes easily through the large particles that make up which type of soil? (pg. 67)

Sandy soil
15. Which property of a mineral is a measure of how easily that mineral can be scratched? (pg. 18)

Hardness
16. A _________________________ is a nonliving solid material that has a definite chemical makeup. (pg. 16)

Mineral
17. Where do most metamorphic rocks form? (pg. 36) 

Deep below Earth’s surface
18. Over time, a canyon is formed due to a river or streams moving water.  True or False 
(pg. 58)

True
